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Message from the 
Director
As we move into the second half of the year, I want 
to thank our APD team for the dedication and hard 
work you continue to demonstrate each day. Over 
the past several months, we have made important 
progress across the agency—from strengthening 
our systems and resources to expanding 
opportunities to better serve Floridians with 
developmental disabilities, their families, and our 
provider community. None of this work happens 
without the commitment of our employees across 
the state. As we look ahead, I encourage each of us 
to continue finding ways to improve how we work, 
strengthen partnerships, and provide excellent 
service to the individuals and families who rely on 
APD. Thank you for all you do and for the important 
role you play in advancing APD's mission.
– Bob Asztalos

Nominations Open for the 
20th Annual Exceptional 
Employment Awards
APD is excited to celebrate the 20th Annual 
Exceptional Employment Awards! For two 
decades, these awards have recognized 
outstanding Florida businesses creating 
employment opportunities for individuals with 
disabilities and exceptional employees with 
disabilities who demonstrate excellence in the 
workplace. Help us celebrate this special 
milestone by nominating an outstanding employer 
and/or employee today. Stay tuned for more details 
about this year’s 20th anniversary celebration!

Nominate an Employer here: 2026 Exceptional 
Employer Nomination Form Survey
Employee here: 2026 Exceptional Employee 
Nomination Form Survey

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F3GJD5YQ&data=05%7C02%7Cmarty.holland%40apdcares.org%7C9531a058f9bf4209bc1908deebe616a7%7Ccfd244495ec34a3e8a9e1217913f4470%7C0%7C0%7C639207570629809001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ylVvevWyCRDOKpqzIk3Khv%2FiO%2FAbO3AVi6xHWF1RWeI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F3GDLFC9&data=05%7C02%7Cmarty.holland%40apdcares.org%7C9531a058f9bf4209bc1908deebe616a7%7Ccfd244495ec34a3e8a9e1217913f4470%7C0%7C0%7C639207570629850993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nUNQ%2BZ1xGfgmiiERa1TIoVubz%2BJB6nK4mx6Un06Qm9A%3D&reserved=0
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Congratulations to APD’s own Heather Laramore and Veronica Mullinax on graduating from the Certified 
Public Manager (CPM) program! The CPM program provides public-sector professionals with advanced 
training in leadership, management, and organizational effectiveness. APD is proud to recognize Heather 
and Veronica for their commitment to professional development and this outstanding accomplishment!

Cortnie Petry, APD's July Employee of the Month, has been with the Agency for Persons with Disabilities 
since February 2022 and currently serves as the Agency's Purchasing Card (PCard) Administrator within 
General Services. Since joining the Agency, Cortnie has served in a variety of administrative and 
operational support roles, including communications coordination, wireless device management, facilities 
coordination, and invoice processing. In her current role, she oversees the Agency's Purchasing Card 
program by ensuring compliance with policies and procedures, managing cardholder training, and 
supporting day-to-day program administration. In addition, she manages Agency leases and subleases and 
oversees copier fleet administration. Cortnie is committed to providing efficient, accurate, and 
customer-focused support while promoting accountability and operational excellence across the Agency.

APD EMPLOYEES GRADUATE FROM CERTIFIED 
PUBLIC MANAGER PROGRAM

EMPLOYEE 
SPOTLIGHT

Cortnie Petry
Purchasing Card Administrator 



Fourth of July Fun 
Sunland Center celebrated 
Independence Day with a fun-filled 
Fourth of July celebration for 
residents! The day featured games, 
music, face and hair painting, 
basketball, water activities, a dunking 
booth, and plenty of opportunities for 
residents and staff to enjoy time 
together. Thank you to the Sunland 
team members who helped make the 
celebration a memorable one!

Sunland Hosts Third Annual Pageant
On July 15, Sunland residents proudly took the stage for the Third 
Annual Sunland Pageant. Residents showcased their confidence, 
personalities, and talents in front of staff, peers, family members, 
and guests. The pageant provided participants with an 
opportunity to express themselves and shine in a fun and 
supportive environment. The smiles, cheers, and encouragement 
from the audience made the event a memorable celebration for 
residents and everyone who attended.
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SUNLAND CELEBRATIONS 

Saddle Up for
Cowboy Day
Sunland Center brought the Wild West to 
life during its Cowboy Day celebration! 
Residents dressed for the occasion in 
cowboy hats, boots, plaid shirts, and other 
western attire and enjoyed themed games 
and activities, including horseshoe toss, 
lasso challenges, and more. The 
celebration provided another fun 
opportunity for residents to participate in 
activities, spend time with friends, and 
show off their Western spirit.
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Hurricane season is underway, and now is the time 
to make sure you and your family are prepared. 
APD’s Emergency Preparedness Brochure includes 
helpful information for individuals with disabilities 
and their families, including tips for building an 
emergency supply kit, preparing for an evacuation, 
creating a personal emergency plan, and identifying 
important resources. Take a few minutes to review 
your emergency plan and make sure you have the 
supplies, medications, important documents, and 
support you may need before severe weather 
strikes.
http://apd.myflorida.com/resources/docs/Emergen
cy%20Preparedness%20Brochure%202026.pdf

BE PREPARED 
THIS HURRICANE SEASON

APD has two new APD in a Minute videos highlighting the 
iBudget Waiver and Respite services!

What is the iBudget Waiver?
Learn what the iBudget Waiver is, who it serves, and how it 
helps eligible Floridians with developmental disabilities access 
services and supports. 

What are Respite Services?
Did you know APD may provide Respite services for eligible 
individuals under age 21? Learn what Respite is, when it can be 
used, how to access services, and important steps to take 
before receiving support.

Check out both videos and learn more about services available 
through APD! https://apd.myflorida.com/resources/videos.htm

TWO NEW APD IN A 
MINUTE VIDEOS

CONTACT US: Address: 4030 Esplanade Way, Suite 380
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0950

Toll-Free: 1-866-APD Cares (273-2273)
Phone: (850) 488-4257

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapd.myflorida.com%2Fresources%2Fdocs%2FEmergency%2520Preparedness%2520Brochure%25202026.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cmarty.holland%40apdcares.org%7C9531a058f9bf4209bc1908deebe616a7%7Ccfd244495ec34a3e8a9e1217913f4470%7C0%7C0%7C639207570629874280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lZycOxsM5kOWVVkwsT0JpnU0lRLxS0cH5Yr%2Fakl%2BqDk%3D&reserved=0
https://apd.myflorida.com/resources/videos.htm

